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1. SUMMARY. PMGSE HOLDS EMERGENCY MEETINGS OVER SERIOUS 
PETROLEUM SHORTAGE. PROBLEM CONTINUING ONE OP SHORTAGES 
OP STORAGE CAPACITY AND TRANSPORTATION, AUGMENTED BY POOR 
DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM. END SUMMARY. 

2. DURING WEEK OP APRIL 24 PMGSE HELD SERIES EMERGENCY 
MEETINGS TO DISCUSS CURRENT PUEL PROBLEMS AND HOW TO OVERCOME 
THEM. LONG TERM PROBLEM OP LCAK OP TRANSPORTS HAS NOT BEEN 
ALLEVIATED NOR HAS STORAGE CAPACITY APPRECIABLY INCREASED. 
ATTEMPTS TO INCREASE TRUCK/TANKER TURNAROUND BY UNTILIZING 
RAIL TRANSPORT PROM AWASH TO ADDIS ABABA BACKPIRED AND ADDIS 
ABABA IS PRESENTLY CRITICALLY SHORT OP GAS/OIL (DIESEL). 
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AS A RESULT, THE LOCAL CEMENT PLANT, AMONG OTHERS, HAS HAD 
TO TEMPORARILY CURTAIL OPERATIONS DUE TO LACK OP PUEL. ON 
THE OTHER HAND, JET FUEL AND AVGAS STORAGE IN ADDIS IS 
"TOPPED UP", AND SOME TANKERS CARRYING THESE PRODUCTS NOW 
STAND IDLE, WAITING TO OPPLOAD. 

3. IN EPFORT TO OVERCOME CURRENT DIPPICULTIES, ATTEMPTS TO 
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INCORPORATE RAILROAD INTO FUEL TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM HAS 
BEEN TEMPORARILY DISCONTINUED. TO FURTHER OVERCOME PRESENT 
CRITICAL GAS/OIL SHORTAGE, IT WAS SUGGESTED THAT SOVIET PLANES 
FLY INTO ADDIS DAILY SOME 80-90,000 LITERS OF JET FULL AND 
AVGAS FROM ADEN. THIS WOULD RELEASE SOME SIXTY TRUCK/TANKERS 
TO INCREASE THE AMOUNT OF GAS/OIL BEING FERRIED TO THE CAP- 
ITAL FROM ASSAB. (ALTHOUGH NOT YET CONFIRMED, IT APPEARS 
THIS SOVIET AIRLIFT MAY ACTUALLY BE IMPLEMENTED.) 

4. KNOWLEDGEABLE SOURCES INDICATE TOTAL JET FUEL AND AVGAS 
CONSUMPTION AT ADDIS ABABA HAS BEEN APPROXIMATELY 5 MILLION 
LITERS PER MONTH IN 1978 (6.4 IN JAN, 3.9 IN FEB, AND 5.3 

IN MARCH; TOTAL, 15.7 MILLION LITERS). TOTAL CONSUMPTION 
THROUGHOUT ETHIOPIA HAS BEEN 24.3 MILLION LITERS; 9.5 IN JAN, 

7.0 IN FEB, AND 7.7 IN MARCH. THESE FIGURES DO NOT INCLUDE 
LARGE QUANTITIES BROUGHT INTO THE COUNTRY FROM ABROAD ON 
RETURNING ETHIOPIAN AIRLINES' PLANES. THESE COMMERCIAL FLIGHTS 
ARE UNDER STANDING ORDERS TO "TOP UP ', WHENEVER POSSIBLE, 

AT THEIR LAST STOP BEFORE REENTERING ETHIOPIAN TERRITORY. 
ALTHOUGH THESE FIGURES REPRESENT ONLY USAGE BY NON-MILITARY 
AIRCRAFT, FREQUENTLY COMMERCIAL PLANES ARE USED FOR MILITARY 
PURPOSES. 

5. A NEW DEVELOPMENT WHICH SHOULD MAKE A SMALL CONTRIBUTION 
TO IMPROVING ETHIOPIA'S PETROLEUM PROBLEMS IS THAT PRIVATE 
OIL COMPANIES SERVING ETHIOPIA AGAIN ARE BEING PERMITTED TO 
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ON-LOAD PRODUCT AT DJIBOUTI. THIS PERMISSION HAD BEEN WITH- 
DRAWN BY DJIBOUTI AUTHORITIES LATE IN 1977. 

6. ALTHOUGH CONDITIONS IN ERITREA (OUTSIDE OF ASSAB AND 
MASAWA) HAVE GENERALLY BEEN IGNORED IN VIEWING ETHIOPIA'S 
PETROLEUM SITUATION, A RECENT REPORT BY IMPARTIAL SOURCES 
GIVES A GOOD VIEW OF THE SERIOUS SITUATION IN ASMARA. AC- 
CORDING TO THESE SOURCES, IN THE ERITREAN CAPITAL, THERE 

IS ELECTRIC POWER ONLY FOR BRIEF PERIODS SEVERAL TIMES A 
MONTH DUE TO THE VIRTUAL NON-EXISTENCE OF PETROLEUM PRODUCTS. 
AS A CONSEQUENCE, INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITY HAS COME TO A COMPLETE 
STANDSTILL, "NIGHT SCHOOL" IS NOW HELD EARLY IN THE MORNING 
BEFORE REGULAR CLASSES BEGIN, WATER IS BOUGHT IN THE STREETS 
(AT EXORBITANT PRICES), AND TRANSPORTATION IS BY HORSE OF 
FOOT. WHAT ACTIVITY THERE IS, IS REGULATED BY THE HOURS OF 
DAYLIGHT. 

MATHERON 
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